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Our state association has several
new officers and directors. At our recent
annual members’ meeting, I was elected
President. Mike Moore was elected Vice-
president. Jim Pennington and Joe
Hinchman were chosen as directors for
Districts 7 and 8, respectively. We will be

working with the returning officers and directors to
keep the organization running smoothly in support of
the shooting sports.

Welcome to Spring! We can put the snow and ice
of this past Winter behind us and enjoy the pleasant
weather outdoors. The Summer shooting competitions are
getting started, and turkey season is almost here. So,
whether we are out plinking, competing or hunting, let us
remember to be thankful for the freedom we have to
enjoy our pastimes. And let’s be safe out there. (

by Jeff Merz

The winner of the Springfield
Eschelon® is Frank O’Leary. He bought the
winning ticket, at the Morgantown Fishing,
Hunting & Outdoor Sports Show, in March,
two weeks before the drawing, at our annual
meeting. Frank is from Waynesburg, PA,
but, now, is a member of the West Virginia

R&P Association.
(Cont’d)

Frank said he is not a competitive shooter but
does a bit of hunting and plinking. His time, in the Army,
soured him on gun cleaning! He’s looking forward to using
his new pistol, with his wife and, especially, to teaching his
son more about safe shooting.

Brian Spiker is the lucky winner of the M1 rifle. 
I say lucky because, while he has bought gun bash tickets,
raffle tickets, etc., he has never won a gun. He is a life
NRA member, a pistol instructor and gunsmith. He did



Brian Spiker

All participants are welcome, at Putnam County pistol matches
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own a gun shop but medical conditions have put many of
his activities on hold. Hunting and fishing are not on hold!
He’s excited to own an M1, maybe the one his
grandfather carried, in Korea(?). Now, that he is a
member, we hope he will be active, in our Association.\ (

by Vern Reichenbecher

 Putnam County Precision Pistol Matches

The Putnam County Gun Club will
host seven precision pistol matches this year.
Match dates are April 19th, May 24th, June 21st,
July 26th, August 16th, September 20th and
October 11th. The matches are all 1800s (.22 and

centerfire) and will be sanctioned by the Civilian
Marksmanship Program. Beginners are

encouraged to come and become acquainted with this style of
shooting by participating in our Introduction to Bullseye
Matches, which are fired alongside regular matches. Detailed
i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  f o u n d ,  a t :
www.putnamcountygunclub.com. (

by Mike Moore

She’s following in her sister’s footsteps. What an
honor and privilege, working with her and her sister. (

http://www.putnamcountygunclub.com


Kaitlyn Hutson, Distinguished Shooter, at Camp Perry

District 1 News
(Brooke, Hancock, Marshall, Ohio, Tyler, Wetzel)

District 2 News
(Calhoun, Gilmer, Plesants, Ritchie, Wirt, Wood)

District 3 News
(Doddridge, Harrison, Lewis, Marion, Monogalia, Upshur)

by Bob Hicks

 After the semi-hibernation of the
Winter months, District 1 continues to
seek individuals and clubs interested in
affiliating or renewing their affiliation to
the organization. If you can help, contact
would be appreciated. I will continue to

look for opportunities, to ‘mingle’ and communicate. (

District 2 is in need of a Director. If anyone is
interested in this position, please contact one of the
officers or directors listed in this Newsletter. (

by Michael Lambiotte

Yep, Spring, 2026, is hiding from
us but it will, eventually, show up. March
has always been a fickle month; t-shirts
and shorts, on Monday; then, boots and
heavy coats, as we go trudging through the
snow, on Tuesday.

Nonetheless, the weather is only a short ‘speed
bump,’ for many committed shooters, as you will see, as
you read on.

That said, let’s look at what is going on, within
District 3, which includes: The Lumberport Rifle and Pistol
Club, The West Virginia Junior Marksmanship Program
and The Salem Rifle and Pistol Club. First, we look at:

The Lumberport Rifle and Pistol Club
Once again, Lumberport hosted the .22 Caliber

Indoor State Championship. With their newly renovated
range, guests were surprised, by the upgrades. Equal to
the upgrades is the safety, professionalism and hospitality
of the club. Lumberport has one of the best indoor ranges,
in West Virginia, by my estimates.

They also host Bullseye Shooting, on the first
Saturday of each month, beginning at 10am. If you are
curious, about the one-handed style of Bullseye shooting,
this is the place to watch and learn. Lumberport is the most
guest-friendly group around, through these eyes. They are
patient, safe and very good, at what they do. Plus, they
know how to eat well! Lunch is, often, available.

A little about Bullseye: All courses of fire are
from a standing position, using a one-handed grip, at
two different targets, depending on the distance and
type of match. The slow-fire targets have the 8–10 rings
inside the bullseye and the rapid-fire targets have only
the 9, 10 and X rings inside the black. They shoot at
rotating targets, at 25 yards. Those, who are new to the
sport, are allowed a two-hand grip, until they progress.

The contact persons, in Lumberport, are
Ronnie Bennett, at rbennett1319@gmail.com, Joe
Robinson, at robinsonjoe1955@gmail.com and Sid
Burnett, at ssburnett@aol.com.

Side bar: These three are just a few of the stalwarts
of the club. There are no strangers, at Lumberport!

WV Junior Marksmanship Program (WVJMP)

The WVJMP is a facility, in Buckhannon, WV,
which offers training and practice opportunities, for
young marksmen and markswomen. (Cont’d)

mailto:rbennett1319@gmail.com,
mailto:robinsonjoe1955@gmail.com
mailto:ssburnett@aol.com


District 8 News
(Boone, Cabell, Logan, Lincoln, Wayne)

The mission, of the WVJMP, is to create respect,
responsibility, independence and leadership skills, within
WV’s youth. They teach Juniors how to properly use rifles,
compete in State and National Matches and demonstrate
good sportsmanship, all while having good fun and enjoying
comradery, on the range. Many of the Juniors have used
their knowledge, talents and accomplishments, as a stepping
stone, for prominent and satisfying careers, within the
military, US government and renowned companies,
throughout the local areas and beyond.

Their focus is always on safety and skill
development. The center provides a supportive environment,
for junior shooters, to hone their marksmanship abilities. If you
have a “young one,” at home, who wants to learn or one who
‘thinks’ s/he is already a sharpshooter, this is the place to learn
orreceive a reality check. (Cont’d)

Usually, they submit a separate article, for the
Newsletter; so, keep scrolling, until you find their article.
If you have any questions, concerning this program,
contact Mike Moore, at headspace50@aol.com  . You
will never find a more dedicated group, to youth
activities…anywhere!

Salem Rifle and Pistol Club
Weather is, ‘generally, not a factor, for the

members of Salem, with a grand clubhouse/shooting
area: concrete benches, rollup doors and heat, during
the cold spells, it takes a lot of snow, to interfere with
their scheduled shoots. They shoot all year long.

The Executive Committee, event coordinators and
shoot organizers met, in February, then set the calendar, for
2026. If you go to the website, www.srpc-wv.com, the public
can access many of the tabs, for the club.

On some Thursdays and almost every Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, you will find some sort of organized
shoot or activity: Sporting Clays, Turkey Shoots, Rimfire,
Centerfire, Groundhog Shoots, ARs & AKs, Carry Pistol,
Practical (Defensive) Shoots (photo), archery, social activities,
picnics and their annual apple butter making.

Salem is a members-only club but welcomes the
public, with the understanding that non-members must
be invited, by a member. If a non-member is interested,
in casual shooting or taking part in an organized shoot,
contact me (info, below).

The club continues to publish its monthly
newsletter, which includes: a training column, columns
by members, weekly activities and topics, safety
reminders, sometimes just fun articles and information,
submitted by the board of directors or other members.
In addition to their newsletter, which comes out the
first Monday of the month, they publish a Weekly Briefs,
on the second, third and fourth Mondays.

And that is it, for this quarter’s report, from the
Salem Rifle and Pistol Club and District 3. If you have any
questions, comments or suggestions, you can contact me, at
michaelslambiotte@gmail.com or phone (304) 677-8612. If
you are sent to voice mail, please leave a message. (

by Joe Hinchman

District 8 has a new director. My
name is Joe Hinchman. I’m retired, from the
Air National Guard and reside in
Barboursville. I currently serve as President
of the Huntington Rifle and Pistol Club. I’m

http://www.srpc-wv.com,
mailto:michaelslambiotte@gmail.com


District 9 News
(McDowell, Mingo, Raleigh, Wyoming)

Legislative Report

Advertising rates

an avid participant, in several shooting disciplines but my
specialty is precision pistol. If you have any District 8
issues or news you would like to discuss, you can contact
me, by E-mail, at Joerilla63@gmail.com. (

District 9 is in need of a Director. If anyone is
interested in this position, please contact one of the officers
or directors listed in this Newsletter. (

by Celeste Plowden

There are many duplicative firearms
bills, being proposed. I will highlight just a
few:

HB4931 Protection of Firearm
Owners Privacy and Prohibition of Firearm

Registry Act.
HB5182 to permit State Treasury security

personnel to conceal carry.
SB30 Regarding 18~20 year olds to carry a

concealed weapon without a permit.
SB33 Regarding Concealed Carry at the State

Capitol.
SB78 to prohibit financial institutions from

discriminating against gun owners or firearms businesses.
SB478 to prohibit WV from enforcing any

unconstitutional or repealed federal firearm restriction,
a/k/a The Protect Act.

SB1071 amend the code, to establish a state office,
to oversee the sale and procurement of machine guns. (

The WVSRPA will accept advertisements, in
our quarterly Newsletter. The rates are as follows:
Business card $25, per issue,
¼ page $50, per issue,
½ age $75, per issue and
Full page $100, per issue.

Advertisements, from a qualified charity or non-
profit organization, are half of the above listed rates. (

has sprung!

General member info
Would you like contact information, about your

club, in this Newsletter? If yes, join WVSRPA, then
send us your club’s name, physical location, contact
information and website’s URL.

White Horse Firearms & Outdoor Education Center
Peeltree
P. O. Box 2091
Buckhannon, WV 26201-2091
(304) 623-6093
E-mail: whitehorsecenter@gmail.com
http://whitehorse.thomasssmith.us/index.htm.

Pistol Matches and Clinics
All pistol events sponsored by WV Brassmasters: Eric
Vance, President, at www.whitehorsecenter.org then,
click on the Brassmasters tab. E-mail them at:
brassmasters10x@gmail.com.

Beckley Gun Club
Website: www.beckleygunclub.com
E-mail: beckleygunclub@outlook.com
Kevin Burgess, at (304) 255-5334

Fort Boreman Rifle Club
Location: Parkersburg
Secretary: Jim Carez, at (304) 481-7078
E-mail: carezjl@suddenlink.net

Huntington Rifle & Pistol Club
P. O. Box 4124, Barboursville, WV
E-mail: vreich2@aol.com
Vern Reichenbecher, at (304) 523-9783

Putnam County Gun Club
Location: Eleanor
Dave Isner, at (304) 553-3084
Website: www.putnamcountygunclub.com.

Salem Rifle & Pistol Club
118 Lakeview Terrace Drive, Salem
(304) 782-3756
WV Junior Marksmanship Team
Location: Buckhannon
Mike Moore, at headspace50@aol.com

Lumberport Rifle & Pistol Club
P. O. Box 663, Lumberport, WV  26386-0663
Contact: Ron Bennett, President
Phone: (304) 584-5886;
E-mail: rbennett1319@gmail.com (

mailto:Joerilla63@gmail.com
mailto:whitehorsecenter@gmail.com
http://whitehorse.thomasssmith.us/index.htm
http://www.whitehorsecenter.org
mailto:brassmasters10x@gmail.com
http://www.beckleygunclub.com
mailto:beckleygunclub@outlook.com
mailto:carezjl@suddenlink.net
mailto:vreich2@aol.com
http://www.putnamcountygunclub.com
mailto:headspace50@aol.com
mailto:rbennett1319@gmail.com


WVSRPA officers and directors

President Vern Reichenbecher (Huntington) 304-523-9783 vreich2@aol.com 
Vice-President Mike Moore (Buckhannon) 304-613-0043 headspace50@aol.com
Legislative VP OPEN
Secretary Jim Canon (Clarksburg) 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com
Treasurer Jeff Merz (Bruceton Mills) 304-379-3085 merz136@juno.com
Board of Directors Counties and Directors

District 1--
Brooke, Hancock, Marshall, Ohio, Tyler,

Wetzel – Bob Hicks
304-771-5719  hicksbwv@msn.com 

District 2--
Calhoun, Gilmer, Pleasants, Ritchie, Wirt,

Wood – OPEN

District 3--
Doddridge, Harrison, Lewis, Marion,

Monongalia, Upshur – Michael Lambiotte
304-677-8612 michaelslambiotte@gmail.com

District 4--
Barbour, Preston, Taylor, Tucker

Charlie Aspinall
304-517-7245 cna105a@yahoo.com

District 5--
Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy,
Jefferson, Mineral, Morgan – Scott

Oldham

304-839-2463 1soldham@comcast.net

District 6--
Jackson, Kanawha, Mason, Putnam,

Roane, Clay – OPEN

District 7--
Braxton, Fayette, Nicholas,

Pendleton, Pocahontas, Randolph,
Webster - Jim Pennington

304-472-6617 slamfire10x@outlook.com

District 8--
Boone, Cabell, Logan, Lincoln, Wayne -

Joe Hinchman
304-638-5785 Joerilla63@gmail.com

District 9--
McDowell, Mingo, Raleigh, Wyoming -

OPEN

 District 10--
Greenbrier, Mercer, Monroe,

Summers - Lee Godbey
304-661-1898 lgodbey@suddenlink.net

Committees

Audit Vern Reichenbecher, Chairman 304-523-9783 vreich2@aol.com
Elections Tom Hayden 304-886-6690 tnshayden@comcast.net
Membership Tom Hayden 304-886-6690 tnshayden@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor Gary Hungerford 631-226-7201 ghungerford101@cs.com
Pistol Vern Reichenbecher 304-523-9783 vreich2@aol.com
Junior Marksmanship Mike Moore 304-613-0043 headspace50@aol.com
Website & E-mail Jim Canon 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com

Website updates Jim Canon 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com

Happy

and

Passover
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West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association
P.O. Box 333

Bruceton Mills, WV 26525-0333

Membership application

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip:    Phone: 

Date of birth: E-mail address: 

Are you an NRA member? G Yes  G No If yes, are you an annual G or life G member? NRA member #

Has any of the above information changed, since your last renewal? G Yes  G No  G New member

Individual membership dues: G$25, one year  G$70, 3 years  G$115, 5 years  G Junior (18 & under) $10, one time, until age 18
G$500 life  G$250 senior life (65 or older)

Family membership dues: G 1st adult pays full price, as above; 2nd adult (same residence) pays 50%; juniors (same residence) pay
$10 each (one time only, until age 18)

Independent hunt or gun club affiliation dues (payable by clubs only):   G$25, per year
Please make all checks or money orders payable to: WV State Rifle & Pistol Association

Order form
for your official, West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association T-shirt

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip:    Phone: 

E-mail address: 
(E-mail, for our Newsletter and phone, in case we need to contact you)

Shirt size and number of each:
Shirt color: Brown   Grey            w/pocket             w/o pocket 
Size: medium          large    X-large  2X-large 
Prices: $18, for M, L and XL; $20, for 2XL and/or T-shirts with pockets. All prices are subject to $7.50 shipping, per shirt.
Patches: $5, each, plus $2, for shipping and handling. Quantity: 
Hat, with WVSRPA logo: $20, plus $5 shipping, for each. Quantity: 
Decals: $2, each or 3 for $5, plus $2, for shipping and handling. Quantity: 

Total amount enclosed: $     DO NOT SEND CASH
Please make all checks or money orders payable to: WV State Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc.



West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association
P.O. Box 333
Bruceton Mills WV 26525-0333

We thank the
NRA, for a recent
g r a n t ,  w h i c h
enabled us to
create, then print,
full color, tri-fold
brochures. If you or
your club would
like to have some,
to share, with
others, in your area.

Go to:
wvsrpa@gmail.com
or write to  P. O.
Box 333 Bruceton
Mills, WV 26525-0333,
a f t er  wh ich  we
will gladly get these
to you, in the mail.
Help us spread the
word, about your
state association.

mailto:wvsrpa@gmail.com

