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by Bobby Bleir
As our nation prepares to celebrate

its 249th birthday, I want to wish everyone a
happy and safe Independence Day holiday.
The rights we enjoy in our country, including
our 2nd Amendment right to keep and bear
arms, is protected under our Constitution,
which all members of our armed forces
swear to protect and defend.

As was recently evidenced by our
highly successful B2 bombing in Iran, our fighting forces--
especially the US Air Force I might add…(and yes, that’s a

biased plug coming from a retiree who served 30+ years) represent
the very best of our nation and, unequivocally, the best in
the world! So, during your well-deserved time with family
and friends this 4th of July, please, let us always remember
all the brave men and women who serve this nation—and
those who have served all the way back to the Continental
Army. It’s their sacrifice that allows us to keep enjoying
these rights and liberties we have.

The Founding Fathers did something 249 years
ago that had never been done before. It is on that
foundation that all our current freedoms--particularly
the right to defend our lives--are based. The West
Virginia Rifle and Pistol Association will continue to
defend these rights on your behalf as best we can, and
I am proud to be its president!

Happy 4th of July!! (

This position is currently vacant and, if anyone
is interested in this position, please contact one of the
officers or directors listed in this Newsletter. (

by Jeff Merz

A reminder: The Association’s new mailing
address is: WVSRPA, P.O. Box 333, Bruceton Mills, WV
26525. All correspondence, to the Association, must be
sent to this new address (especially renewal checks). If you
hand out membership applications, please change the
address, on the form. The USPS will forward mail, from
the old address, slowly, for a limited time, after which it
gets returned, to the sender or into the dead letter basket.
Our website has been changed, to show the new address
but there are still heritage places, with the old address.

For “glowing” good news, the NRA Foundation
has given us a $5,000 grant, for partial mileage
reimbursement, for drivers, to/from this year’s national
championships. The money is safely in our checking
account, awaiting the completion of the matches.

Lastly, let us thank Tom Hayden, profusely, for his
hard work, as Treasurer, for the last 10 years. Not that his
work is over, as he continues as Membership Director. (

by Vern Reichenbecher

Putnam County Precision
Pistol Matches

Competition has been fierce at the
first three precision pistol matches this
Spring at the Putnam County Gun Club.
Mark Bentley won all three matches with
scores of 1,580-21X /1800, 1,645-41X/1800

and 1,654-32X/1800. Remaining matches will be held
on July 6th, August 10th, September 7th and October 12th.



Bret Hart (left) won two medals at the 2025 CMP Eastern Games.

Vern Reichenbecher (left) was presented the High Grand Senior
Trophy in the Military and Police Pistol Match by Jim Henderson
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(Calhoun, Gilmer, Plesants, Ritchie, Wirt, Wood)

District 3 News
(Doddridge, Harrison, Lewis, Marion, Monogalia, Upshur)

For anyone who would like to give precision pistol
a try, we are also holding Introduction to Bullseye
matches. This is a great way to experience this style of
shooting without the need for a lot of specialized
equipment. All targets are placed at 25 yards and shooters
may shoot two-handed using any pistol they like. For more
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s e e
https://putnamcountygunclub.com/disciplines-and-matches.

Putnam County shooters attend CMP Eastern Games
Bret Hart (rifle), James Pickett (rifle) and Vern

Reichenbecher (pistol) represented the Putnam County
Gun Club at the Civilian Marksmanship Program
Eastern Games, held at Camp Butner, NC, from April
25th~29th, 2025. The series of matches attracted about
50 pistol shooters and over 400 rifle shooters. Bret won
bronze achievement medals for the M1 Carbine Rifle
Match and the Rimfire Sporter Rifle Match. James
participated in the individual rifle matches and joined
Bret to form a vintage sniper team called the “Sultans
of Slings.” Vern captured the High Grand Se nior
Trophy in the Military and Police Pistol Match. (

by Bob Hicks
District 1 continues seeking

opportunities to find clubs interested in
affiliating or renewing their affiliation. The
primary focus remains general community
awareness of the association and the value of
affiliation, especially those seeking some of

the more ‘traditional’ formats. If you can help, contact
would be appreciated. I will continue to look for
opportunities to ‘mingle’ and communicate. . (

District 2 is in need of a Director. If anyone is
interested in this position, please contact one of the
officers or directors listed in this Newsletter. (

by Michael Lambiotte

Can you believe that Summer is
upon us? Such unpredictable weather:
Winter, one day, monsoon season, the next,
followed by a heat wave; then the cycle
repeats. However, I do believe we have hit
some degree of normalcy, for West Virginia.

That said, activities, throughout District 3, are
in full swing and right on target, no pun intended.
Actually, it was intended  but, nevertheless, let’s see
what is going on, in our District, which includes: The
Lumberport Rifle and Pistol Club, The West Virginia
Junior Marksmanship Program and The Salem Rifle
and Pistol Club.

We begin with:
The Lumberport Rifle and Pistol Club

For the Summer, Lumberport moves its operations, to
the Brassmasters’ facility, on the campus of The
WhiteHorse Firearms and Outdoor Education Center,
located near Buckhannon

Through the partnership, with Brassmasters’,
members of both clubs can shoot, all year long, regardless
of the weather. They shoot, indoors, at Lumberport, in the
Winter, then outdoors, at Brassmasters' in the Summer.

If time permits, come out and see some of the
best Bullseye pistol shooters in the state compete. All
courses of fire are from a standing position, using a

https://putnamcountygunclub.com/disciplines-and-matches


one-handed grip, at two, different targets, depending on
the distance and type of match. The slow-fire targets
have the 8~10 rings inside the bullseye and the rapid-
fire targets have only the 9, 10 and X rings inside the
black. They shoot at rotating targets, at 25 and 50 yards.

Not a bullseye shooter? Come out, anyway,
then make a day of it. It’s a family affair.

The contact persons, in Lumberport, are
Ronnie Bennett, at rbennett1319@gmail.com,  Joe
Robinson, at robinsonjoe1955@gmail.com and Sid
Burnett, at ssburnett@aol.com.

Side bar: This group makes first-timers feel like
they have been brothers and sisters, for years.

WV Junior Marksmanship Program (WVJMP) 
The WVJMP is a facility, in Buckhannon, WV,

which offers training and practice opportunities, for
young marksmen and markswomen. Their focus is
always on safety and skill development. The center
provides a supportive environment, for junior shooters,
to hone their marksmanship abilities. If you have a
“young one,” at home, who wants to learn or one who
‘thinks’ s/he is already a sharpshooter, this is the place
to learn or…receive a reality check.

They usually submit a separate article for this
Newsletter; so, keep scrolling, until you find their article.

If you have any questions, concerning this
program, contact Mike Moore, at headspace50@aol.com.

You will never find anyone more dedicated to youth
activities…anywhere!

Salem Rifle and Pistol Club
This is what Salem has to offer: sporting clays,

turkey shoots, rimfire, centerfire, groundhog shoots (paper

hogs), ARs & AKs, carry pistol, practical (defensive) shoots,
archery and a host of social activities, throughout the year.
From Thursday, through Sunday, (most weeks), you can
count on organized shoots taking place.

The club also makes and sells hundreds of pints
of apple butter and participates in the annual, Fall,
Salem Apple Butter Festival. The club also takes part
in other community events and gives back to the
community, by donating, to different, worthy groups.

The range is open, year-round, at sunrise and,
usually, closes at sundown, unless some night shoots (under

the lights) have been scheduled, with these closing at
8:30pm.

One major range improvement was just
completed, in early June. The range was extended, from
200, to 300, yards. The team was headed, by Gerald
Heater, who put together a small group of dedicated
members, who cut trees, moved earth, dug holes, cut,
sawed and, finally, brought to fruition what some
thought impossible: extending the range, to 300 yards.
The club will celebrate the official opening of the range
extension, on June 29th, with a rimfire event.

The club continues to publish its weekly
newsletter, which includes: 1) training columns, 2)
columns, by members, 3) a weekly activities list and
topics, 4) safety reminders, 4) “just fun” articles
(sometimes), plus other information, submitted by the
board of directors or other members.

And that is it, for this quarter’s report, for District
3. If you have any questions, comments or suggestions, you
can contact me, at  michaelslambiotte@gmail.com or

mailto:rbennett1319@gmail.com,
mailto:robinsonjoe1955@gmail.com
mailto:ssburnett@aol.com
mailto:headspace50@aol.com
mailto:michaelslambiotte@gmail.com


District 4 News
(Barbour, Preston, Taylor, Tucker)

phone me, at (304) 677-8612. If you are sent to voice mail,
please leave a message. (

by Charles Aspinall

 Summertime is here and our
shooting season is underway. Our monthly
schedule is full, with 600 and 1,000 yard
Freedom Benchrest, 600 yard Mid-
Range/Hi-Power F-Class, 1,000 yard long
range, cowboy action, 300 yard .22 rimfire

and 22. PRS. There are many disciplines, to shoot, as
an individual or as a family. On July 12th & 13th, White
Horse will be hosting the 1,000 yard benchrest WV
Championship.

We want to give a big shout-out, to Michael
McWhorter, for our much-needed road improvements.
We are always looking for volunteers, at the range. This
is a good way, for a junior or any individual, to get
involved, with White Horse. As always, without our
volunteers, donations and our yearly/daily badge
holders, White Horse would not be what it is.

The 600 yard Mid-Range/Hi-Power F-Class is
leading the way, in attendance and competition.
Thanks, to several new shooters, as well as the “Birch
River Gang,” for their help, in promoting the sport. We
want to highlight Victoria Vance, a BrassMasters’
familiar face, who has become a winner, in Mid-
Range/Hi-Power F-Class and is doing very well, in
other disciplines.

White Horse has a new apparel store. online. 
You can  v is i t  our  facebook  page  a t
https://www.facebook.com/WhitehorseShootingRange
or our website, at http://www.whitehorserange.org.(

https://www.facebook.com/WhitehorseShootingRange
http://www.whitehorserange.org


District 5 News
Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy,

Jefferson, Mineral and Morgan

District 7 News
(Braxton, Fayette, Nicholas, Pendleton, Pocahontas,

Randolph, Webster)

District 9 News
(McDowell, Mingo, Raleigh, Wyoming)

Legislative Report

by Scott Oldham

I have continued reaching out to and
leaving pamphlets at businesses, clubs and
ranges, in Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire,
Hardy, Jefferson, Mineral and Morgan

Counties, to help spread information, about the WVSRPA
and our mission.

This past quarter, I have spent time, working
with Andrew Brown, with the NRA/ILA. We shared a
table, at three, different gun shop customer events.

I feel that we had very good exposure, to
shooting sports enthusiasts. We handed out a large
amount of the association’s tri-fold flyers. I feel that we
did make an impact, toward growing the association. I
will continue to work, with dealers and ranges, to be
grow our membership.

I am still surprised when I speak with people
who are not aware that WV has Rifle and Pistol
Association. Let us keep spreading the word!

If there are any members, in District 5, who
know of any shooting events, coming up and would like
to have the WVSRPA in attendance, please reach out
to me. (

District 7 is in need of a Director. If anyone is
interested in this position, please contact one of the
officers or directors listed in this Newsletter. (

District 9 is in need of a Director. If anyone is
interested in this position, please contact one of the officers
or directors listed in this Newsletter. (

by Celeste Plowden

Greetings. West Virginians can
rejoice that two pro-2A bills were signed
into law: HB3342 and HB2067, by
Governor Morrissey, this past April 28th.

HB2067 is the WV Firearms
Liability Clarification Act, which gives liability
protection. for firearm industry members, from third
party misuse of the products they manufacture or sell.

HB3342 is the Firearm Industry
Nondiscrimination Act. This law prohibits public entities
from entering into contracts with businesses, unless they
certify that they do not discriminate against firearm
businesses. Banks, anti-gun corporations and their
executives have expressed interest in denying services, to



Advertising rates

the firearm industry, to further a political agenda of
imposing gun control. This law will prohibit such
businesses from using taxpayer funds, to enable these
businesses to discriminate against the firearm industry.

I also see that SB270, titled “Declaring Sale and
Manufacture of Firearms Essential Business During
Declared Emergency,” has been signed and will
become effective, on July 8th, 2025. This includes the
manufacture of firearms, ammunition, repair, etc., in
times of declared emergencies, such as disaster, war,
terrorism, riot, civil disorder, declared emergencies of
any kind. This includes transport, sale, distribution,
maintenance and training, which are included as
“essential business,” during such times.

SB449, permitting compressed air and rimfire
shooting teams, in public schools, has been signed and
will become effective, on July 10th, 2025.

The above are descriptions of the new laws
passed. For a more detailed account of each bill, I refer
y o u  t o  t h e  W V  L e g i s l a t i v e  a d d r e s s
https://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Bills_all_bil
ls.cfm?year=2025&sessiontype=rs&btype=bill.

I would also like to add that, due to many banks
and other institutions attempting to invade the privacy
of our purchases, I urge you, your spouse, friends and
family members, to avoid signing up for the “Real ID,”
next time you are invited to do so, by your “friendly”
DMV employee, at the time of renewal of your WV
State Driver’s License. This “digital ID” opens the
door, to federal and universal IDs, which transcend all
privacy of our records, including bank records, health
records, purchase records and more, all easily accessed,
in one place, to obtain control over what we say, do and
buy. And I especially mean buying firearms. Keep your
powder dry and your purchases private. You can still
get a US passport, at this point, if you really want to fly,
not the “Real ID.” (

The WVSRPA will accept advertisements, in
our quarterly Newsletter. The rates are as follows:
Business card $25, per issue,
¼ page $50, per issue,
½ age $75, per issue and
Full page $100, per issue.

Advertisements, from a qualified charity or non-
profit organization, are half of the above listed rates. (

General member info
Would you like contact information, about your club,

in this Newsletter? If yes, join WVSRPA, then send us your

club’s name, physical location, contact information and
website’s URL.

White Horse Firearms & Outdoor Education Center
Peeltree
P O Box 2091
Buckhannon, WV 26201
(304) 623-6093
E-mail: whitehorsecenter@gmail.com
http://whitehorse.thomasssmith.us/index.htm.

Pistol Matches and Clinics
All pistol events sponsored by WV Brassmasters: Nate Gunn,
President, at www.whitehorsecenter.org then, click on the
Brassmasters Tab. E-mail: brassmasters10x@gmail.com.

Beckley Gun Club
Website: www.beckleygunclub.com
E-mail: beckleygunclub@outlook.com
Bob Front, at (304) 255-5334

Fort Boreman Rifle Club
Location: Parkersburg
Secretary: Jim Carez, at (304) 481-7078
E-mail: carezjl@suddenlink.net

Huntington Rifle & Pistol Club
P O Box 4124, Barboursville
E-mail: vreich2@aol.com
Vern Reichenbecher, at (304) 523-9783

Putnam County Gun Club
Location: Eleanor
Dave Isner, at (304) 553-3084
Website: www.putnamcountygunclub.com

Salem Rifle & Pistol Club
118 Lakeview Terrace Drive, Salem
(304) 782-3756

WV Junior Marksmanship Team
Location: Buckhannon
Mike Moore, at headspace50@aol.com

Lumberport Rifle & Pistol Club
P O Box 663, Lumberport, WV  26386-0663
Contact: Ron Bennett, President
Phone: (304) 584-5886;
E-mail: rbennett1319@gmail.com (

https://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Bills_all_bills.cfm?year=2025&sessionty
https://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Status/Bills_all_bills.cfm?year=2025&sessionty
mailto:whitehorsecenter@gmail.com
http://whitehorse.thomasssmith.us/index.htm
http://www.whitehorsecenter.org
mailto:brassmasters10x@gmail.com
http://www.beckleygunclub.com
mailto:beckleygunclub@outlook.com
mailto:carezjl@suddenlink.net
mailto:vreich2@aol.com
http://www.putnamcountygunclub.com
mailto:headspace50@aol.com
mailto:rbennett1319@gmail.com


WVSRPA officers and directors

President Bobby Bleir (Montrose) 304-404-3915 wvsrpapresident@gmail.com

Vice-President OPEN
Legislative VP Celeste Plowden (Rock Cave) 304-924-9343 cplowden@protonmail.com
Secretary Jim Canon (Clarksburg) 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com
Treasurer Jeff Merz (Bruceton Mills) 304-379-3085 merz136@juno.com
Board of Directors Counties and Directors

District 1--
Brooke, Hancock, Marshall, Ohio, Tyler,

Wetzel – Bob Hicks
304-771-5719  hicksbwv@msn.com 

District 2--
Calhoun, Gilmer, Pleasants, Ritchie, Wirt,

Wood – OPEN

District 3--
Doddridge, Harrison, Lewis, Marion,

Monongalia, Upshur – Michael Lambiotte
304-677-8612 michaelslambiotte@gmail.com

District 4--
Barbour, Preston, Taylor, Tucker

Charlie Aspinall
304-517-7245 cna105a@yahoo.com

District 5--
Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy,
Jefferson, Mineral, Morgan – Scott

Oldham

304-839-2463 1soldham@comcast.net

District 6--
Jackson, Kanawha, Mason, Putnam,

Roane, Clay – OPEN

District 7--
Braxton, Fayette, Nicholas,

Pendleton, Pocahontas, Randolph,
Webster - OPEN

District 8--
Boone, Cabell, Logan, Lincoln, Wayne -

Vern Reichenbecher
304-523-9783 vreich2@aol.com

District 9--
McDowell, Mingo, Raleigh, Wyoming -

OPEN

 District 10--
Greenbrier, Mercer, Monroe,

Summers - Lee Godbey
304-661-1898 lgodbey@suddenlink.net

Committees

Audit Vern Reichenbecher, Chairman 304-523-9783 vreich2@aol.com
Elections Jim Canon 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com
Membership Tom Hayden 304-886-6690 tnshayden@comcast.net
Newsletter Editor Gary Hungerford 631-226-7201 ghungerford101@cs.com
Pistol Vern Reichenbecher 304-523-9783 vreich2@aol.com
Small Bore Rifle Bill Shank 304-539-2944 wshank1@suddenlink.net
Website & E-mail Jim Canon 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com

Website updates Jim Canon 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com

Welcome Summer!
Congratulations, to the class of 2025!

mailto:wvsrpapresident@gmail.com
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Have a
safe and
happy

4th of July



West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association
P.O. Box 333

Bruceton Mills WV 26525-0333

Membership application

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip:    Phone: 

Date of birth: E-mail address: 

Are you an NRA member? G Yes  G No If yes, are you an annual G or life G member? NRA member #

Has any of the above information changed, since your last renewal? G Yes  G No  G New member

Individual membership dues: G$25, one year  G$70, 3 years  G$115, 5 years  G Junior (18 & under) $10, one time, until age 18
G$500 life  G$250 senior life (65 or older)

Family membership dues: G 1st adult pays full price, as above; 2nd adult (same residence) pays 50%; juniors (same residence) pay
$10 each (one time only, until age 18)

Independent hunt or gun club affiliation dues (payable by clubs only):   G$25, per year
Please make all checks or money orders payable to: WV State Rifle & Pistol Association

Order form
for your official, West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association T-shirt

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip:    Phone: 

E-mail address: 
(E-mail, for our Newsletter and phone, in case we need to contact you)

Shirt size and number of each:
Shirt color: Brown   Grey            w/pocket             w/o pocket 
Size: medium          large    X-large  2X-large 
Prices: $18, for M, L and XL; $20, for 2XL and/or T-shirts with pockets. All prices are subject to $7.50 shipping, per shirt.
Patches: $5, each, plus $2, for shipping and handling. Quantity: 
Hat, with WVSRPA logo: $20, plus $5 shipping, for each. Quantity: 
Decals: $2, each or 3 for $5, plus $2, for shipping and handling. Quantity: 

Total amount enclosed: $     DO NOT SEND CASH
Please make all checks or money orders payable to: WV State Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc.



West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association
P.O. Box 333
Bruceton Mills WV 26525-0333

We thank the
NRA, for a recent
g r a n t ,  w h i c h
enabled us to
create, then print,
full color, tri-fold
brochures. If you or
your club would
like to have some,
to share, with
others, in your area.

Go to:
wvsrpa@gmail.com
or write to  P.O.
Box 333 Bruceton
Mills, WV 26525-0333,
a f t er  wh ich  we
will gladly get these
to you, in the mail.
Help us spread the
word, about your
state association.

mailto:wvsrpa@gmail.com

