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by Bobby Bleir

Hello members and hunters! I
hope you’re doing well and are as excited
as I am for another hunting season in our
great state that starts this weekend! As
Governor Justice recently said “ With the
start of archery and crossbow seasons,
West Virginia’s Fall beauty will be on full
display, giving hunters the perfect
opportunity to experience the thrill of the

outdoors. I encourage everyone to get their licenses
early and make the most of this incredibly exciting
season. As a lifelong outdoorsman, I can tell you this is
one of my favorite times of the year.” And he couldn’t
be more on point!

Remember, though, there is a big change this year
that was first announced in 2023 by DNR and that is the
difference in the bag limit for antlered deer. The bag limit
for bucks has dropped from three deer to two, with the
exception being for bucks taken in a CWD Containment
Area by hunters with a Class XS hunting license. So please
be aware and mindful when you’re out there.

This Fall also brings us with an extremely
consequential presidential election, where our 2nd

Amendment rights are in no small way, being
targeted—pun intended. I encourage each and
everyone of you to make sure your voice is heard and to
cast your vote in support of all the candidates, up and
down the ballot, who will continue to defend our
absolute right to keep and bear arms in the manner in
which this country was founded.

Again, the best of luck to everyone who will be
out in the woods this upcoming weekend, and all the

weekends to come, during West Virginia’s hunting
season. May the odds be ever in your favor….;-). God
bless. (

by Jeff Merz

Our association was well
represented, at Stonewall State Park, for
WV’s Hunting and Fishing Day, on
September 21st. Three members (and one

spouse) gathered, at our display, then
chatted, with families and individuals, who

stopped by our booth. The M1 rifle was a big attraction;
the Hellcat pistol got looks, also. $500 was collected,
from tickets, for the guns raffle and all available
membership brochures were given out. The day was a
good opportunity, to raise awareness of our association 
and recruit new members. (



The 2024 West Virginia Pistol Team at Camp Perry

Mark Bentley (left) won the High Grand Senior Trophy
in the .22 Only Division

Vern Reichenbecher (right) won a silver medal in the Military
and Police Service Pistol match

Treasurer’s Report

Pistol Report

by Tom Hayden

This is just a reminder, that this year’s raffle is
underway. The annual raffle is the income producer, for the
Association; so, we rely on members, for your monetary
support. If you’re not interested in winning an M1 Garand,
which supports junior shooting programs, within the state 
or the Hellcat bundle, which helps fill the coffers of the
WVSRPA’s ability to meet its financial obligations,  you
can, always, donate $10 or $20, which certainly helps.

New members should go to our website:
www.wvasrpa.org, then press the Newsletters tab, to view the
2nd quarter, 2024, edition, for a full description of the raffle
guns.

Your support is appreciated. (

by Vern Reichenbecher

West Virginia Pistol Team at Camp Perry
Fourteen members of the West

Virginia Pistol Team traveled to Camp Perry,
Ohio, to participate in the 2024 National
Pistol Matches. The team included one junior
shooter. We fielded an out-of-competition
team in the CMP National Trophy Team

Match and three four-person match pistol teams. Some of
the notable achievements of our shooters are listed here:

Vern Reichenbecher was among a group of civilians
recruited as coaches for the Small Arms Firing School.

(Cont’d)

Tommy Allen was the eighth high sharpshooter
in the match pistol event. He also earned ten leg points
toward becoming distinguished in the .22 Rimfire
Excellence in Competition match.

Mark Bentley won the high grand senior trophy
in the match pistol event, .22 only division. Mark also
won the high grand senior trophy and a silver medal in
the as-issued 1911 pistol match.

Vern Reichenbecher won a bronze medal in the
National Trophy Individual match. Vern also won a silver
medal in the military and police service pistol match and
a bronze medal in the as-issued 1911 pistol match.

Jason Nichols received a bronze medal in the
as-issued 1911 pistol match.

The .22-only team (Angie Vance, Tori Vance, Jamie

Ice and Ron Bennett) placed third in their division.
Other participants included Joe Robinson,

Zach Bowman, Joe Hinchman, Allen White, Eric
Vance and Lee Godbey.

Joe Robinson, Dick Edder and Al Talbott
organized and prepared food for our annual cookout.

http://www.wvasrpa.org


District 1 News
(Brooke, Hancock, Marshall, Ohio, Tyler, Wetzel)

District 2 News
(Calhoun, Gilmer, Plesants, Ritchie, Wirt, Wood)

District 3 News
(Doddridge, Harrison, Lewis, Marion, Monogalia, Upshur)

Vern Reichenbecher and Henry Sapoznic served up
some lively banjo tunes for entertainment. The picnic
also included a short ceremony at which it was
announced that the directors of the Arthur E. Shannon
Memorial Trust chose to present the annual Tom
Gathright Award to Vern Reichenbecher, based on his
leadership, sportsmanship, technical expertise and
helpfulness to other shooters.

The West Virginia Pistol Team is grateful for
financial support provided by the West Virginia State
Rifle and Pistol Association, the Brassmasters, the
Putnam County pistol shooters and the NRA
Foundation

Putnam County Precision Pistol Matches
Two precision pistol matches were held this

Summer at the Putnam County Gun Club. Mark
Bentley won the July match with a score of 1,690-
48X /1800. Mark also won the August match with
a score of 1,669-46X/1800. The final match for the
fall will be held on October 6th.

For anyone who would like to give precision
pistol a try, we are also holding Introduction to
Bullseye matches. This is a great way to experience
this style of shooting without the need for a lot of
specialized equipment. For more information, see
https://putnamcountygunclub.com/disciplines-and-
matches. (

by Bob Hicks

I’m glad to be in a position, to be a
little more active, in my membership. I
continue to look for opportunities, to
‘meet and greet’ individuals and/or clubs
interested in affiliating with the association
and identifying the clubs, within the

district, which might be receptive, to such an invitation.
I hope that, in the future, I’ll be able to report

on activities, which have taken place, within affiliated
clubs or with individuals within the district. (

District 2 is in need of a Director. If anyone is
interested in this position, please contact one of the
officers or directors listed in this Newsletter.

by Michael Lambiotte

 Say goodbye, to Summer, 2024,
although the temperature may still reach
into the low to mid-80’s, it won’t last long.
Soon, the leaves will fall and snow will
follow. Then, we will want the 80s back.
“What a fickle bunch we are!

That said, let’s look at what is
happening, within District 3, which includes: the Lumberport
Rifle and Pistol Club, the West Virginia Junior
Marksmanship Program and the Salem Rifle and Pistol Club.

We begin with:
Lumberport Rifle and Pistol Club

Soon, Lumberport will wind down their Summer
shoots at Brassmasters, then resume their Fall and Winter
shoots, at their home range, on the first Saturday in
November. I will send details, as they are received.

If you have not tried Bullseye Pistol, now is the
time to start planning that step. We are hoping
Lumberport will, once again, offer their training
sessions. “Whata’bout” it guys?

They also offer two-hand introduction, until one
progresses to Bullseye’s noteworthy one-hand style(.Cont’d)

https://putnamcountygunclub.com/disciplines-and-matches
https://putnamcountygunclub.com/disciplines-and-matches


Great news: Lumberport has offered to again host
the State .22 Indoor Bullseye Pistol Championships. I will
make the proposal, at the upcoming state meeting. Although
Lumberport has not requested any support, from the state
association, I will make the same proposal, as last year.

The contact persons, in Lumberport, are
Ronnie Bennett, at rbennett1319@gmail.com, Joe
Robinson, at robinsonjoe1955@gmail.com and Sid
Burnett, at ssburnett@aol.com.

Side bar: This group makes first-timers feel like
they have been brothers and sisters, for years.

WV Junior Marksmanship Program
The WVJMP did not submit a report to District

3 but you may find a separate article, in this Newsletter.

If you have any questions, concerning this
p r o g r a m ,  c o n t a c t  D i c k  W h i t i n g ,  a t
rwhiting072@yahoo.com or Mike Moore, at
headspace50@aol.com. You will never find two men
more dedicated, to youth activities…anywhere!

Salem Rifle and Pistol Club
The Salem Rifle and Pistol Club is one of the

most active clubs in the state. Every Thursday, Friday,
Saturday and or Sunday afternoon or evening, you will
find a variety of activities ‘happening,’ which include
but not limited to: picnics, making apple butter, for the
Annual Salem Apple Butter Festival, Trade Days,
Workdays, centerfire, rimfire, pistol and carry pistol
shoots, tactical shoots, sporting clays, archery, turkey
shoots, AR & AK shoots, .22 factory pistol and rifle
shoots, custom rifle shoots and more. (Cont’d)

They also host monthly, if not bi-monthly,
ground hog shoots. Not to worry, they shoot paper, at
50, 75 and 100 yards. Three classifications and they only
allow bi-pods or sandbags. (Cont’d)

mailto:rbennett1319@gmail.com,
mailto:robinsonjoe1955@gmail.com
mailto:ssburnett@aol.com
mailto:rwhiting072@yahoo.com
mailto:headspace50@aol.com


District 4 News
(Barbour, Preston, Taylor, Tucker)

Salem is, also, a teaching facility, which hosts
the Annual Women on Target (WOT) introduction to
pistol shooting. This class will be held, on September
28th.

The club continues to publish its weekly
newsletter, which includes: a training day column,
columns by members, weekly activities and topics, plus
articles and information, submitted by the board of
directors or other members.

That’s it, for this quarter’s report, from District
3. If you have any questions, comments or suggestions,
you can contact me, at michaelslambiotte@gmail.com
or phne (304) 677-8612. If you are sent to voice mail,
please leave a message. (

by Charles Aspinall

White Horse has had a busy season, this year.
They kicked off the shooting season, with an education
& training course, for beginner Hi-Power F-Class
shooters. Their scheduled events started, in May. Every
first Saturday of the month, they have the 600 yard
benchrest; on the second Saturday, the 1,000 yard
benchrest, followed by 600 yard Hi-Power F-Class, 300
yard .22 Rimfire/F-Class, Cowboy Action matches,
which are scheduled, monthly, plus a couple of 1,000
yard Long Range Fun matches.

White Horse hosted the WV State Benchrest
Hillbilly Showdown and all enjoyed the good food
which was prepared.

White Horse has had many improvements, this
year and that wouldn’t have been possible, without the
members, who work, tirelessly, to make White Horse
look good and to keep the range updated, for the
shooters. White Horse is a nice range, with nice
facilities. So, come and enjoy the shooting sports, with
the whole family. (Cont’d)

Follow us, on Facebook (Whitehorseshootingrange)

or on our website: www.whitehorserange.org, to keep
informed on all of our activities, dates for matches and
match results. (

mailto:michaelslambiotte@gmail.com
http://www.whitehorserange.org,


District 5 News
Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy,

Jefferson, Mineral and Morgan

by Scott Oldham

We will need to continue to move
forward, by expanding the presence of the
association and supporting the shooting sports,
in WV. This Summer, I continued to focus on
recruitment, in District 5. With the rapid
growth, in the Eastern Panhandle, there will be

an opportunity to grow our membership, from among those
new residents, many of whom have left states, which are not
2nd Amendment friendly. I have been reaching out and
leaving pamphlets, in several businesses, clubs and ranges, in
Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, Jefferson, Mineral and
Morgan Counties, to help spread information, about the
WVSRPA and our mission. (Cont’d)



Legislative Report

Advertising rates

Winter will be here, before we know it. There will
still be opportunities, to get out and meet potential
members, plus getting in some practice and training. In
District 5, there are several indoor facilities, which are open
and ready to get in some range time!

If there are any members, in District 5, who know
of any upcoming shooting events and would like to have the
WVSRPA in attendance, please contact me. We need to
increase our membership, to gain a larger and stronger
voice. I am still surprised, when I visit a location, only to
discover they are not aware that WV has a State Rifle and
Pistol Association. Let’s spread the word!

I can be reached, by phone, at (304) 839-2463 or, by
E-mail, at 1soldham@comcast.net. (

The position of Legislative Affairs VP is
currently vacant. If any member is interested in this
position, please contact any of our board members or
district officers. The Board of Directors thanks Mr.
James Stansell for his service to the Association and the
West Virginia shooting community, and wishes him and
his family the best of luck in the future. (

The WVSRPA will accept advertisements, in
our quarterly Newsletter. The rates are as follows:
Business card $25, per issue,
¼ page $50, per issue,
½ age $75, per issue and
Full page $100, per issue.

Advertisements, from a qualified charity or non-
profit organization, are half of the above listed rates. (

General member info
Would you like contact information, about your club,

in this Newsletter? If yes, join WVSRPA, then send us your
club’s name, physical location, contact information and
website’s URL.

Roane County Gun Club, Inc.
301 Tuckers Run Road
Spencer, WV 25276

White Horse Firearms & Outdoor Education Ctr
Peeltree
PO Box 2091
Buckhannon, WV 26201
(304) 623-6093
Email: whitehorsecenter@gmail.com
http://whitehorse.thomasssmith.us/index.htm.

(Cont’d)

Pistol Matches and Clinics
All pistol events sponsored by WV Brassmasters: Nate Gunn,
President
www.whitehorsecenter.org then, click on the Brassmasters Tab. E-
mail: brassmasters10x@gmail.com.

Beckley Gun Club
Website: www.beckleygunclub.com
E-mail: beckleygunclub@outlook.com
Bob Front, at (304) 255.5334

Fort Boreman Rifle Club
Location: Parkersburg
Secretary: Jim Carez, at (304) 481-7078
E-mail: carezjl@suddenlink.net

Huntington Rifle & Pistol Club
PO Box 4124, Barboursville
E-mail: vreich2@aol.com
Vern Reichenbecher, at (304) 523-9783

Putnam County Gun Club
Location: Eleanor
Dave Isner, at (304) 553-3084
Website: www.putnamcountygunclub.com

Salem Rifle & Pistol Club
118 Lakeview Terrace Drive, Salem
(304) 782-3756

WV Junior Marksmanship Team
Location: Buckhannon
Mike Moore, at headspace50@aol.com

WV Double Tap Gun Club
PO Box 136
Beverly, WV  26253
(304) 406-2111; wvtdgc@yahoo.com

Lumberport Rifle & Pistol Club
PO Box 663, Lumberport, WV  26386-0663
Contact: Ron Bennett, President
Phone: (304) 584-5886;
E-mail: rbennett1319@gmail.com (

mailto:whitehorsecenter@gmail.com
http://whitehorse.thomasssmith.us/index.htm
http://www.whitehorsecenter.org
mailto:brassmasters10x@gmail.com
http://www.beckleygunclub.com
mailto:beckleygunclub@outlook.com
mailto:carezjl@suddenlink.net
mailto:vreich2@aol.com
http://www.putnamcountygunclub.com
mailto:headspace50@aol.com
mailto:wvtdgc@yahoo.com
mailto:rbennett1319@gmail.com


WVSRPA officers and directors

President Bobby Bleir (Montrose) 304-404-3915 wvsrpapresident@gmail.com

Vice-President Jeff Merz (Bruceton Mills) 304-379-3085 merz136@juno.com
Legislative VP OPEN
Secretary Jim Canon (Clarksburg) 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com
Treasurer & Membership Tom Hayden (Charles Town) 304-886-6690 tnshayden@comcast.net
Board of Directors Counties and Directors

District 1--
Brooke, Hancock, Marshall, Ohio,

Tyler, Wetzel – Bob Hicks
304-771-5719  hicksbwv@msn.com 

District 2--
Calhoun, Gilmer, Pleasants,
Ritchie, Wirt, Wood – OPEN

District 3--
Doddridge, Harrison, Lewis, Marion,

Monongalia, Upshur – Michael
Lambiotte

304-677-8612 michaelslambiotte@gmail.com

District 4--
Barbour, Preston, Taylor, Tucker

Charlie Aspinall
304-517-7245 cna105a@yahoo.com

District 5--
Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy,
Jefferson, Mineral, Morgan – Scott

Oldham

304-839-2463 1soldham@comcast.net

District 6--
Jackson, Kanawha, Mason,

Putnam, Roane, Clay – OPEN

District 7--
Braxton, Fayette, Nicholas,

Pendleton, Pocahontas, Randolph,
Webster - Jim Pennington

304-472-6617 slamfire10x@outlook.com

District 8--
Boone, Cabell, Logan, Lincoln,
Wayne - Vern Reichenbecher

304-523-9783 vreich2@aol.com

District 9--
McDowell, Mingo, Raleigh,

Wyoming -Jim Cozort
681-334-3166 cozortjj@outlook.com

 District 10--
Greenbrier, Mercer, Monroe,

Summers - Lee Godbey
304-661-1898 lgodbey@suddenlink.net

Committees

Audit Vern Reichenbecher, Chairman 304-523-9783 vreich2@aol.com
Junior Activities Dick Whiting 304-406-3021 rwhiting072@yahoo.com
Nominating Jeff Merz, Chairman 304-379-3085 merz136@juno.com
High Power Rifle Ed Tenney 304-472-5174 buckhannon@hotmail.com
Pistol Vern Reichenbecher 304-523-9783 vreich2@aol.com
Small Bore Rifle Bill Shank 304-539-2944 wshank1@suddenlink.net
Legislative Affairs OPEN

Website & E-mail Jim Canon 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com

Website updates Jim Canon 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor Gary Hungerford 631-226-7201 ghungerford101@cs.com

Happy

mailto:wvsrpapresident@gmail.com
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West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association
P.O. Box 553

Charles Town, WV 25414

Membership application

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip:    Phone: 

Date of birth: E-mail address: 

Are you an NRA member? G Yes  G No If yes, are you an annual G or life G member? NRA member #

Has any of the above information changed, since your last renewal? G Yes  G No  G New member

Individual membership dues: G$25, one year  G$70, 3 years  G$115, 5 years  G Junior (18 & under) $10, one time, until age 18
G$500 life  G$250 senior life (65 or older)

Family membership dues: G 1st adult pays full price, as above; 2nd adult (same residence) pays 50%; juniors (same residence) pay
$10 each (one time only, until age 18)

Independent hunt or gun club affiliation dues (payable by clubs only):   G$25, per year
Please make all checks or money orders payable to: WV State Rifle & Pistol Association

Order form
for your official West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association T-shirt

Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip:    Phone: 

E-mail address: 
(Phone and E-mail are in case we need to contact you)

Shirt size and number of each:
Shirt color: Brown   Grey            w/pocket             w/o pocket 
Size: medium          large    X-large  2X-large 
Prices: $18, for M, L and XL; $20, for 2XL and/or T-shirts with pockets. All prices are subject to $7.50 shipping, per shirt.
Patches: $5, each, plus $2, for shipping and handling. Quantity: 
Hat, with WVSRPA logo: $20, plus $5 shipping, for each. Quantity: 
Decals: $2, each or 3 for $5, plus $2, for shipping and handling. Quantity: 

Total amount enclosed: $     DO NOT SEND CASH
Please make all checks or money orders payable to: WV State Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc.



West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association
P.O. Box 553
Charles Town, WV 25414-0553

We thank the
NRA, for a recent
g r a n t ,  w h i c h
enabled us to
create, then print,
full color, tri-fold
brochures. If you
or your club
would like to have
some, to share,
with others, in
your area. Go to:

wvsrpa@gmail.com
o r  w r i t e  t o 
P.O .  B o x  553,
Charles Town, WV
25414-0553, after
which we will gladly
get these to you, in
the mail. Help us
spread the word,
about your state
association.

mailto:wvsrpa@gmail.com

