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Hello and thank you, to all, for entrusting your
confidence in me, to lead this great association into the next
year. I’m truly humbled, by your vote and will work,
diligently, to keep your trust and confidence, during the
course of my term as president. As for background, for
those who don’t know me, I am a career military man, 20
years, in the US Air Force, then another 12 years, in federal
civil service, as a senior Department of Defense component
director, in Washington. While I served 12 consecutive
years, overseas, in the Air Force, my beautiful bride of 24
years, Rhonda and I have owned our home, in Randolph
County, since 2008 and are, now, fully retired.

I’m an avid handloader, specifically .45, 9mm,
300 blk and, now, dabbling in the 460 Rowland. I
compete, in IDPA, whenever possible but I do shoot on
my home-built range, at least two to three times a week,
to stay proficient. I’m, also, of course, an avid WV deer
hunter and am always amazed (and anxious to hear),
about the different recipes, for venison, which friends
and neighbors continue to share!

And, now, as a new Spring dawns upon us, so
does a new and exciting shooting season! There are so
many clubs and ranges to visit: Whitehorse, Salem &

Lumberport, to name a few. I hope everyone, at some
point, during the season, can get out and enjoy these
beautiful locations. I fully intend to visit as many as
possible and hope to meet as many of you whom I can!

In addition to participating and enjoying the fun,
which the shooting season brings, we must, also, always be
mindful of the constant attempts, to chip away or, in many
cases, just totally blow up, our right to keep and bear arms,
under the Second Amendment. How can you help? By

raising awareness. Even a simple call or E-mail, to the
association’s board or a district director, about something
you heard: WV gun legislation rumor, a concealed carry
change being proposed, etc., can go a long way, to help
keeping our rights guaranteed.

In close coordination, with the West Virginia
Citizens Defense League and all the great things Ian and his
organization are doing, we can keep 2nd Amendment issues
at the forefront of our community and the legislative
decision makers, who can effect change. And, if you think
a small rifle and pistol association can’t really make a
difference, just remember our sister association, in NY, the
NYSRPA, the actions of which, in the Bruen case, changed
the positive landscape of gun rights across the United
States…impact!

I would really like to hear your thoughts, about the
Association and what, if any, things you would like to see
changed or improved. I have some ideas and will be sharing
them, over the course of the next few months, to gauge
interest. E-mail me, at WVSRPApresident@gmail.com,
then let me know! I can’t promise we can implement
everyone’s suggestions but I can promise we will absolutely
listen, to each and every one of them, with respect and a
willingness to earnestly address the idea or concern. An
association needs to do whatever it can, to ensure its
members see a tangible benefit to belonging. Listening to
them is key; so, talk to us!

Every organization needs to keep moving forward
and adapting, to the people and times, with whom and
within which it operates. We can help ensure this, by having
more junior members and younger adults join WVSRPA.
It’s their future, in shooting sports, helping them become
responsible and safe gun owners and, of course, protecting
our 2nd Amendment freedoms. I encourage all of us, to try
to bring in young, new members, with their fresh ideas and
excitement, about competition shooting and the defense of

mailto:WVSRPApresident@gmail.com,


James Brogan

Jim Day

Treasurer’s Report

Smallbore Report

our right, to keep and bear arms, as guaranteed in the
constitution. Let’s make 2023 a banner year, for both!

The line is ready… (

by Tom Hayden

The raffles are over
Raffle winners were drawn, at a sparsely-

attended annual meeting, on March 4th.
James Brogan, a life member of the WVSRPA,

from Athens, was the proud winner of the M1; Jim Day
of Shepherdstown, longtime raffle supporter, finally
won, and won big: the Colt Python, .357 Magnum.

Many, many thanks, to all the members who
purchased tickets and, especially, to the directors and
officers, who prowled through gun clubs, gun shops,
shooting ranges and family & friends’ family rooms, to sell
tickets. This annual raffle is the only fund raiser we conduct;
which, along with new members, member renewals,
merchandise sales and donations, are the sole income we
derive, to keep the Association viable. Your support is
greatly appreciated.

Net proceeds, from the M1 raffle, are $1,702.50,
which will be divided between two junior clubs:  WV
Junior Marksmanship Program and Putnam County
Gun Club Juniors.

Net proceeds, from the Colt Python raffle, are
$1,152.50, went into your Association’s checking
account, so we may pay our bills.

NRA Foundation Grant
Once again, we have applied for a grant, from the

NRA Foundation, for mileage reimbursement, for the
team, coaches & chaperones, who will travel, to the National

Championships, this Summer. The grant request has
cleared the legal-beagle hurdle and is, now, in the grant
committee’s able hands. We should get the results, during
April. More info, on that, in the next issue of our Newsletter.

This quarter we welcome another affiliate club
to the WVSRPA.  Welcome aboard, Lumberport. (

by Bill Shank
Rifle practice

We have had 34 indoor practice sessions, with
1~4 shooters each session and 96 total shooters. There
were 10 different shooters.

1. We plan to start outdoor practice, on March
20th, weather permitting. We have 27 shooters,
from 2022, planning to return, in 2023.
2. We have 6 shooters, who are registered, for
the Murray State Spring Open, March 25th and
7 shooters registered for the University of
Akron Zippy Open, April 1st~2nd. Both are
indoor prone matches.

2023 PCGC Junior Rifle Team Raffle
We’re raffling one Ruger American® bolt action,

.22LR rifle, with the Go Wild Package®, which consists of
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a camo stock, custom Crekot® burnt bronze finish, muzzle
break, 1" Vortex Crossfire® 2x7 rimfire scope, plus a hard
carrying case. The drawing will be held, on September 24th,
2023. The firearm must be picked up, by October 31st, 2023.
The winner does not need to be present to win but must
comply with all federal and state firearm regulations. The
winner will be notified, by phone (WV raffle license #1600-4994).
Raffle tickets are $1=1 ticket; $5=6 tickets; $10=14 tickets
and $20=30 tickets. Please contact Bill Shank, at (304) 539-
2944, to purchase tickets.

2023 PCGC Junior Rifle Team Outdoor
PCGC Range Scheduled Matches

June 3rd~4th PCGC Junior Smallbore Camp.
June 10th~11th NRA Conventional Smallbore Prone and

3P Combo Match, metallic sights. Prone:
June 10th; 3P: June 11th;
PCGC 2800 point Conventional
Smallbore Prone Match, metallic sights;
PCGC 2800 point Conventional
Smallbore 50 yd. Prone Match, metallic
sights and
PCGC 2800 point Gene Richmond
Memorial Conventional SB Prone
Supported Match, metallic sights.

June 24th~25th NRA WV State Conventional Smallbore
Prone Championship, metallic sights: June
24th; any sights: June 25th;
PCGC 3200 point Conventional
Smallbore Prone Match, metallic sights;
PCGC 3200 point Conventional
Smallbore 50 yd. Prone Match, metallic
sights and
PCGC 3200 point Gene Richmond
Memorial Conventional SB Prone
Supported Match, metallic sights.

Aug 5th~6th NRA WV State Conventional Smallbore
3P Championship, metallic sights: Aug 5th;
any sights: Aug 6th;
PCGC 2400 point Conventional
Smallbore Prone Match, metallic sights;
PCGC 2400 point Conventional
Smallbore 50 yd. Prone Match, metallic
sights and
PCGC 2400 point Gene Richmond
Memorial Conventional SB Prone
Supported Match, metallic sights.

Aug 26th~27th NRA Conventional Smallbore Prone and
3P Combo Match, any sights. Prone: Aug
26th; 3P: Aug 27th;
PCGC 2800 point Conventional
Smallbore Prone Match, metallic sights;

PCGC 2800 point Conventional
Smallbore 50 yd. Prone Match, metallic
sights and
PCGC 2800 point Gene Richmond
Memorial Conventional SB Prone
Supported Match, metallic sights.

Oct 14th~15th NRA Conventional Smallbore Prone and
3P Combo Match, metallic sights. Prone:
Oct. 14th; 3P: Oct. 15th;
PCGC 2800 point Conventional Smallbore
Prone Match, metallic sights;
PCGC 2800 point Conventional Smallbore
50 yd. Prone Match, metallic sights and
PCGC 2800 point Richmond Memorial
Conventional SB Prone Supported
Match, metallic sights. (

by Vern Reichenbecher

2023 Precision Pistol Matches
The West Virginia precision pistol shooters are

preparing for a full slate of matches, in 2023. The Putnam
County Gun Club will host monthly matches, on April 16th,
May 7th, June 18, July 23rd, August 13th, September 3rd and
October 8th. These matches will be sanctioned, by the NRA.
Detailed information can be found at: https://putnamcounty
gunclub.com/disciplines-and-matches.

The Brassmasters club will host monthly matches,
at their White Horse range, on June 3rd, August 5th and
October 7th. The Strawberry Regional will be held, on May
20th~21st. The West Virginia Ed Williams Memorial State
Pistol Championship will occur, on September 23rd~24th.
All Brassmasters matches will be sanctioned, by the CMP.
I n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d ,  a t :
https://whitehorse.thomassmith.us/ brassmasters.html.

The West Virginia Pistol Team will be traveling,
to compete in the CMP National Pistol Matches, at
Camp Perry, Ohio, from July 9th~16th.

Hagas donate pistol frame, for Junior shooters
Sue and Lowell Haga, daughter and son-in-law of the

late Sandy Latimer, have generously donated one of Sandy’s
pistol frames, for the use of West Virginia’s Junior pistol
shooters. The Springfield Armory .45 ACP pistol frame will
be paired, with the previously donated Marvel .22 conversion
kit, for loan, to help in the training and development of Junior
shooters. This donation, in Sandy’s honor, will further extend
his legacy of leadership and support of the shooting
community. Sandy coordinated the precision pistol matches,
at the Putnam County Gun Club, for many years. He was,
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High Powerl Report

District 1 News
(Brooke, Hancock, Marshall, Ohio, Tyler, Wetzel)

District 2 News
(Calhoun, Gilmer, Plesants, Ritchie, Wirt, Wood)

District 3 News
(Doddridge, Harrison, Lewis, Marion, Monogalia,

Upshur)

also, a founding member of the WVSRPA and its first
president. (

by Coach Whiting

This is a late report. I delivered a set of air rifles, to
the Webster County Coordinator, on my trip South. I also
discussed the program, as it is defined by the Civilian
Marksmanship Program and the necessity of building a
subsidiary of the West Virginia Junior Marksmanship
Program. The title will be: Webster County Junior
Marksmanship Program and will fall under the auspices of
the state program. Sites, for air gun training, are tentatively
either the high school (where JROTC trains) or Camp
Caesar, just West of Webster Springs. Joseph Garland will be
the Program Coordinator, Webster County. I will continue to
work with Joe and others, in my assigned counties, as we
progress to full participation in all 7 counties.

The Junior High Power program will start, on the
first weekend in April, provided the weather is cooperative.
Currently, we have an estimated 8 shooters, four of whom
are new. If anyone is interested in participating in this
program, let me know, as soon as possible.

The CMP has saw fit to provide a subsidy, for
Junior teams, at Perry, to the tune of $800. This is a
significant change and a welcome one.

High Power 
The state shooting program will necessarily expand,

to include an adult High Power team effort.  Currently, we
have sufficient numbers of adult shooters, to field a team, at
the Nationals. This will be the first year,  in 14, that our state
will field a team. We need a Coach, for this team; so, any of
you former High Power shooters, who would like to
shepherd this team, step forward.

The fund raiser, which was scheduled to be held
at the gun bash, in Maryland, did not break even. So,
we will try, again, this year, to raise the funds, to work
on rifles and to help fund the team. (

District 1 is in need of a Director. If anyone is
interested in this position, please contact one of the
officers or directors listed in this Newsletter.

District 2 is in need of a Director. If anyone is
interested in this position, please contact one of the
officers or directors listed in this Newsletter.

by Michael Lambiotte

Spring has, finally, arrived and it looks
like French Creek Freddie was much more
accurate than Punxsutawney Phill. Many of
our members, in District 3, will brave the
elements, to send rounds down range, during
cold and bad weather, while some are like
Freddie: they prefer to wait, for better

weather to come out of their burrows. Regardless of your
type, District 3 is, now, out and about and shaking off the
‘Winterness’ of early 2023. But there is one club, which is
never affected, by the bad weather. Let’s hear from them
now.

Lumberport Rifle and Pistol Club

From their president, Ron Bennett: “I wanted to
share some news, from the Lumberport Rifle and Pistol
Club, as we have been drawing a good amount of shooters,
at our monthly, 900 Bullseye Pistol matches. Since October,
we have had matches, on the first Saturday of each month.
We average about 14 shooters, which allows us to run two
lines of seven shooters, per round. We always have a lunch
break, after the first round, provided by the club, to all the
shooters. Recently, one of our members served home-
smoked, pulled pork, with all the side trimmings, which was
a big hit. We only charge a $10 registration fee, to
participate in the match but the fellowship and learning is
priceless. (Cont’d)



We have certified range instructors and seasoned
veterans, who aid, assist and educate all of our shooters.
One of our instructors, Don Bartlett, even gives classes,
every Thursday evening. Don was, once, a member of the
US Marine National Rifle and National Pistol Teams.

Thanks, to a few, dedicated and hard-working
members, over the past year, we now have a first-class
facility. Recent improvements, to the range building 
include: new LED lighting, ventilation, backstop, dry-wall,
epoxy floor, shooter bench, furniture, computerized
commands and target controls, for matches.

I’m not sure but someone said we may be the
only .22 caliber indoor range, operating in the state. We
average 30 members, per year but would like to get that
number up, to 40; so, we’re looking for a few, more
dedicated members. When I took over, as the club’s
Secretary and Treasurer, in 2013, there were only about
10 members, of whom only 2 or 3 were active. There
were no matches, at that time; so, I used the range, for
practice. In the past two years, we’ve initiated matches,
thanks to Camp Perry veteran shooter, Joe Robinson.
He serves, as range director, for the current matches.”

This is the leadership of the Lumberport Rifle
and Pistol Club:
T  P r e s i d e n t :  R o n  B e n n e t t ,  E - m a i l :
rbennett#1319@gmail.com, phone (304) 584-5886;
T Vice President: Jamie Ice, 
T Sec’y/Treas: Sid Burnett, E-mail ssburnett@aol.com;
T Chief Instructor: Don Bartlett;
T Range Executive Officer: Joe Robinson, E-mail:
robinsonjoe1955@gmail.com;

Some facts, about Lumberport:
T The range is .22 caliber only, as the backstop was 

designed for rimfire .22;
T The range was built in 1970;
T The physical address is: 38 Nolan’s Run Road, 

Lumberport, WV;
T The club’s membership affiliations are: NRA and 

WVSRPA;
T They have 7 shooting lanes;
T There is a separate meeting room, plus a bathroom;
T Official targets are available, at 10¢ each;
T Latest matches: Oct., Nov., Dec., Jan., Feb.;
T Their next 900 Bullseye pistol matches are: first 

Saturday, in Mar., Apr. and, possibly, May;
T Applications, for membership, are available through 

Ron Bennett or Sid Burnett;
T Applications are subject to Executive Board approval
and
T All visitor/non-members must sign a release waiver.

(Cont’d)

If you have any questions, about the training or
matches, you can contact Ron Bennett, at (304) 767-
4976.

WV Junior Marksmanship Program

Their mission is to promote marksmanship,
through firearms training, safety, competitions and
youth programs. Their vision is to lead the nation, in
marksmanship excellence, providing safe, high quality
and innovative programs, with a focus on youth. The
“heart & soul’ of this program is the duo of Mike
Moore and Dick Whiting. If you want to see how busy
and successful this program is, look no further than this
issue of the WVSRPA Newsletter. Carefully look through
this issue and you will find a detailed article, submitted
by Moore and Whiting, which features their youth
activities, practices, competitions and other events. You
can, also, follow them, on Facebook.

If you have any questions, concerning this
program, Whiting can be contacted, at
rwhit ing072@yahoo.com  and Moore,  at
headspace50@aol.com. (cont’d)
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Brassmasters

Brassmasters didn’t submit a separate report,
for this quarter’s Newsletter but they partner, with
Lumberport, for the Winter season and Lumberport
joins them, outdoors, at their range, at White Horse,
for the Spring.

Rest assured, Brassmasters members have been
very active, at Lumberport, during the Fall and Winter
months. We’re sure all the members are looking
forward to getting outdoors, to work on the challenges
of outdoor Bullseye shooting.

If you want to go to their website, to read about
w h a t  h a s  b e e n  h a p p e n i n g ,  c l i c k  o n
http://whitehorse.thomassmith.us/brassmasters.html.
The telephone number, for Brassmasters, is (304)532-
0566 and their E-mail is brassmasters10x@gmail.com.
Nate Gunn is the “go to” person, for Brassmasters. He
can be reached at: nate.gunn@gmail.com.

White Horse Center

White Horse did not submit a separate report,
for this quarter’s Newsletter but, if you go to their
website, at http://whitehorse.thomassmith.us, you can
read about their range information, range watchers,
match information and results, their range schedule and
view a variety of resources and links.

Their phone number is (304) 623-6098 and the
E-mail is whitehorserange@gmail.com. If you have any
questions, about White Horse, these two men are the
ones to contact: J. C. Jarrell, at jcjjr69@aol.com and Ed
Tenney, at buckhannon@hotmail.com. (cont’d)

Salem Rifle and Pistol Club

The Salem Rifle and Pistol Club began
preparations, for the 2023 season, shortly after the first of
the year. In early January, the members of the Executive
Committee, shoot directors and special event chairs got
together, to set the activity calendar for the upcoming
season. This year, they met at the F.O.P Mountaineer
Lodge #78, in Nutter Fort, West Virginia. Mixing
breakfast, with business, is, usually, a formula for
success…at least for this group.

Within an hour or so, the calendar was set, for
the year: rifle shoots, pistol shoots, archery, turkey
shoots, sporting clay, work days, annual picnic, apple
butter kettle days, trade days, monthly meetings,
tactical shoots, training days, possible night shoots,
speciality shoots and built in flexibility.

Turkey shoots and sporting clays began the first
week of February. Both attract anywhere from 10~18
shooters.

The sporting clay shooters made one, additional
safety cage, to accommodate a full line, on the concrete
pad, in front of the shooting clubhouse. They use three
‘throwers,’ one from the right, one left (wobbling) and
one straight at the line. The shoot director also holds
inservices, so participants can learn to improve their
technique.

Turkey and Sporting Clays will dominate the
shoots, during February, with one .22 Benchrest and one
Carry Pistol Shoot scheduled. In March, Salem will begin
the full complement of shoots. Also, during the first week of
March, the club will announce the Probationary (Probie)
Member Class, for 2023. Salem is limited, by their By-Laws,
on membership; so, the number of ‘probies’ varies, from
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District 4 News
(Barbour, Preston, Taylor, Tucker)

District 9 News
(McDowell, Mingo, Raleigh, Wyoming)

year-to-year: deaths, resignations, failure to complete
commitment, non-payment of dues, etc.

And that is it, for this quarter’s report, for
District 3. If you have any questions, comments or
sug g e s t io n s ,  y o u  c a n  contac t  m e ,  a t
michaelslambiotte@gmail.com or call (304) 677-8612.
If you are sent to voice mail, please leave a message.
Always! Always! Always!.(

by Lynn Burnside

White Horse 2023 Match Schedule
Rt. 20, Crouse Rd, White Horse Lane

Peeltree, WV (304) 623-6093

600 yard IBS Benchrest
May 6th - Match #1,
June 3rd - Match #2,
July 1st - Match #3,
Aug 5th - Match #4,
Oct   7th - Match #5 and
Nov 4th - Match #6.

1,000 yard IBS Benchrest
May 13th: Matches #1&#2,
June 10th: Matches #3&#4,
July 8th: Matches #5&#6 (WV St Championship Hillbilly Showdown),
July 9th: Matches #7&#8 (WV St Championship Hillbilly Showdown),
Aug 12th: Matches #9&#10,
Sep 1st: Site-in (9am~5pm, IBS Nationals),
Sep 2nd: IBS Nationals,
Sept 3rd: IBS Nationals and
Sept 4th Nationals Rain Date.
 

High Power F/Class-Mid Range, 600 yards
Matches 2X20 @600 (iron any sites),
May 20th,
June 24th,
July 22nd,
Aug 26th,
Sept 23rd,
Oct 21st and
Dec 31st (1X20, Snowball Express).

.22 Rimfire, 300 yards
May 21st,
June 18th,
July 16th,
Aug 13th,
Sept 10th, (cont’d)

Oct 15th,
Nov 12th and
Dec 17th (Frostbite Express).
 

Cowboy Action
May 14th,
Jun 11th,
July 16th,
Aug 13th,
Sept 10th and
Oct 8th. (

District 9 is in need of a Director. If anyone is
interested in this position, please contact one of the
officers or directors listed in this Newsletter.

by Lee Godbey

The 4-H Shooting Sports team placed second in the
nation in the muzzleloader event, at the 4-H National
Shooting Sports Championship, in Nebraska. Jack Hutson,
third from left, earned national champion status, for his
individual composite score in the event. L to R: Coach Scott
Hutson, Zane Weaver, Jack Hutson, Ethan Fullen, Andrew
Means and WVU Extension Agent and Coach Mike
Shamblin. Photo courtesy of WVU Extension)

The team, from West Virginia University
Extension’s 4-H youth development program, is
returning home, to West Virginia, with a host of
medals, from the 2022 National 4-H Shooting Sports
Championships held last week, in Nebraska.

Jack Hutson (Doddridge County) earned the top
spot, in the muzzleloader competition and was crowned
national champion. Hutson and team members Zane
Weaver (both of Doddridge County), Andrew Means (Clay
County) and Ethan Fullen (Monroe County) also recorded
an historic second-place finish, in the muzzleloader team
event, which included composite scores, from the 50 yard
bullseye, plus 25 yard novelty and silhouettes. Justin Mace,
also from Doddridge County, earned second place honors,
in 3D compound archery and was ninth, overall, in the
archery discipline.

Hutson, who started participating in the shooting
sports program at the age of nine, said it was special
representing West Virginia 4-H, on a national stage.

(Cont’d)

District 10 News
(Greenbrier, Mercer, Monroe, Summers)
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“The national shooting sports championship
was super fun and it was great to meet people, from all
over the country,” he said. “Our team faced tough
competition and we performed really well. To come
home, with a second place finish, our first time
competing, in the muzzleloader event, is pretty special.
I’m super proud of all our teammates, including Justin
Mace, who picked up a great win, in archery. It was an
honor, for us, to represent West Virginia 4-H.”

A young man, in a gold/blue shirt and baseball
cap, pulls the bow back, as he prepares to hit his
archery target.

The focus of all WVU Extension 4-H
programming is the development of youths, as
individuals and as responsible and productive citizens.
The National 4-H Shooting Sports Program stands out,
as an example, in which youth learn marksmanship, the
safe and responsible use of firearms, the principles of
hunting and archery, plus much more.

The national competition, hosted by Nebraska
4-H, had more than 700 4-Hers, from across the
country, competing in nine different disciplines.
Thirteen West Virginia 4-H members traveled to the
championship, to participate in four disciplines

(Cont’d)

“Muzzleloading is an important part of our
Appalachian heritage and it's a great way to promote
safe firearm use, among 4-H youths. But our 4-H
Shooting Sports program is so much more. I cannot
begin to describe the responsibility, decision-making
skills, teamwork and integrity these young men have
exhibited,” WVU Extension Clay County Agent and
Shooting Sports Instructor Michael Shamblin, who
coached the muzzleloader team, said. “They have
represented us all, in the most positive way.”

Shamblin also noted this was the first time West
Virginia has participated, in the National 4-H
muzzleloading discipline and it's taken a community of
caring adults, to make it happen. In addition to the 4-H
instructors, the team’s practices were supported, by the
West Virginia Muzzleloaders’ Association.

To learn more, about WVU Extension
programs, visit www.extension.wvu.edu or contact your
local WVU Extension office. Keep up with the latest in
WVU Extension news, on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram, by following @WVUExtension.

Call 1-855-WVU-NEWS, for the latest West
Virginia University news and information, from
WVUToday. Follow @WVUToday, on Twitter or
contact Tara Curtis, WVU Extension, at (304) 293-7996
or tara.curtis@mail.wvu.edu.

Justin Mace placed second, in 3D archery event,
held during the 4-H National Shooting Sports
Championship, in Nebraska.

Jack Hutson, who brought home the individual
championship, in the muzzleloader event, is
congratulated, by fellow 4-Hers and attendees, at the
2022 National 4-H Shooting Sports Championship.

Members of the West Virginia 4-H Shooting
Sports team hold the West Virginia State flag, at the
2022 National Shooting Sports Championship.

(Cont’d)
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Legislative Report

Thirteen 4-Hers were part of the West Virginia
4-H Shooting Sports team, which competed, at the
National 4-H Shooting Sports Championship, in
Nebraska. (Photo courtesy of the National 4-H
Shooting Sports Championship) 

Mountaineer Clay Crushers

A new public shotgunning complex,
“Mountaineer Clay Crushers,” has been developed, in
Greenbrier County, WV. The range is located

approximately six miles North of White Sulphur Springs,
on State Route 92. The range is open, by appointment
only.  Phone numbers are: (304) 536-2321, (304) 645-1887
and (304) 667-0915.

All trap and skeet fields are “regulation” and
registered shoots are held, biannually. The cost is $10,
for a round of trap, skeet or 5 stand. 12 gauge shotshells
are available, for $11, per box and shotguns are
available, for use, at no cost. 

The club house is heated, with restrooms and a
kitchenette and can accommodate gatherings of up to 30
individuals. Food and beverages can, also, be provided.

This shooting complex is a Scholastic Clay Target
Program (SCTP) facility, operated under the auspices of
the Unites States Shooting Federation (USSF). Youths,
ages 9~24, while in school or college, shoot free, along
with a $35 annual SCTP membership. There are five
certified NSCA instructors, on staff, to provide
professional instruction, to team members. Formal
instruction, for adults, is $100, per hour, if requested.

The club has sent youth teams to the SCTP
Regionals and Nationals, in Dayton, Ohio, where over
4,000 youths compete. One of the local youth members has
received a college scholarship and will graduate, this Spring.
Another youth is being considered, by several colleges (

by James Stansell

As the forces waging war, against the pre-
constitutional human right of self defense against
tyranny continue their relentless march, to disarm
Americans, in the states of OR, NY, IL, CA, WA & NJ,
as well as at the federal level, via agencies, such as the
ATF, continue their relentless march, we return to a
sample of the source documentation, which gave birth
to the 2nd Amendment to the US Constitution, as well
as similar amendments, to state constitutions.

Returning to the source allows us to assess that,
no matter how many times the federal government and
various state governments are sued, by the various pro-
2nd Amendment organizations, such as the NRA or
Gun Owners Of America, the victories, which they may
secure, in court, are so far and away removed, from the
intent of the Founders of the American Republic that
one realizes that the struggle, to regain freedoms lost,
will take generations, to succeed, if it ever will.

Madison, on the 2nd Amendment & militia clause
The Supreme Court in the Heller decision

explained that the Second Amendment guarantees an



individual right of the people to keep and carry arms
for their defense in the event of a confrontation. The
anti-gun crowd, however, refuses to accept this
common sense reading of the amendment. The best
way to interpret the Constitution begins with actually
reading it. The next best thing is to read what the
Constitution’s chief drafter, James Madison, had to say
about America’s founding document. Madison was the
chief author of the Federalist Papers, along with John
Jay and Alexander Hamilton. The Federalist Papers
offer great insight into the political theories of the day
that led to our system of government.

“Students of the Second Amendment should be
familiar with Federalist 29 and Federalist 46, which
discuss the role of an armed populace in protecting the
precious freedom which had so recently been won. It
was that thinking that led to the adoption of the Second
A m e n d m e n t . ”  S o u r c e :
https://bearingarms.com/glyon/2013/10/05/madison-on-
the-2nd-amendment-militia-clause-n22070.

The Federalist No. 29, 9 January, 1788
“…But though the scheme of disciplining the

whole nation must be abandoned as mischievous or
impracticable; yet it is a matter of the utmost
importance that a well digested plan should as soon as
possible be adopted for the proper establishment of the
militia. The attention of the government ought
particularly to be directed to the formation of a select
corps of moderate size upon such principles as will
really fit it for service in case of need. By thus
circumscribing the plan it will be possible to have an
excellent body of well trained militia ready to take the
field whenever the defence of the State shall require it.
This will not only lessen the call for military
establishments; but if circumstances should at any time
oblige the government to form an army of any
magnitude, that army can never be formidable to the
liberties of the people, while there is a large body of
citizens little if at all inferior to them in discipline and
the use of arms, who stand ready to defend their own
rights and those of their fellow citizens. This appears to
me the only substitute that can be devised for a
standing army; the best possible security against it, if it
should exist. …If there should be an army to be made
use of as the engine of despotism what need of the
militia? If there should be no army, whither would the
militia, irritated by being called upon to undertake a
distant and hopeless expedition for the purpose of
rivetting the chains of slavery upon a part of their
countrymen direct their course, but to the seat of the
tyrants, who had meditated so foolish as well as so

wicked a project; to crush them in their imagined
intrenchments of power and to make them an example
of the just vengeance of an abused and incensed
people? Is this the way in which usurpers stride to
dominion over a numerous and enlightened nation? Do
they begin by exciting the detestation of the very
instruments of their intended usurpations? Do they
usually commence their career by wanton and disgustful
acts of power calculated to answer no end, but to draw
upon themselves universal hatred and execration? Are
suppositions of this sort the sober admonitions of
discerning patriots to a discerning people? Or are they
the inflammatory ravings of chagrined incendiaries or
d i s t e m p e r e d  e n t h u s i a s t s ? ”  S o u r c e :
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/ Hamilton/01-
04-02-0186.

The Federalist Number 46, 29 January, 1788
“…Were it admitted however that the federal

government may feel an equal disposition with the state
governments to extend its power beyond the due limits, the
latter would still have the advantage in the means of
defeating such encroachments. If an act of a particular state,
though unfriendly to the national government, be generally
popular in that state, and should not too grossly violate the
oaths of the state officers, it is executed immediately, and of
course, by means on the spot, and depending on the state
alone. The opposition of the federal government, or the
interposition of federal officers, would but inflame the zeal
of all parties on the side of the state, and the evil could not
be prevented or repaired, if at all, without the employment
of means which must always be resorted to with reluctance
and difficulty. On the other hand, should an unwarrantable
measure of the federal government be unpopular in
particular states, which would seldom fail to be the case, or
even a warrantable measure be so, which may sometimes be
the case, the means of opposition to it are powerful and at
hand. The disquietude of the people, their repugnance and
perhaps refusal to co-operate with the officers of the union,
the frowns of the executive magistracy of the state, the
embarrassments created by legislative devices, which would
often be added on such occasions, would oppose in any
state difficulties not to be despised; would form in a large
state very serious impediments, and where the sentiments
of several adjoining states happened to be in unison, would
present obstructions which the federal government would
hardly be willing to encounter. But ambitious
encroachments of the federal government, on the authority
of the state governments, would not excite the opposition of
a single state or of a few states only. They would be signals
of general alarm. Every government would espouse the
common cause. A correspondence would be opened. Plans

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/


of resistance would be concerted. One spirit would animate
and conduct the whole. The same combination in short
would result from an apprehension of the federal, as was
produced by the dread of a foreign yoke; and unless the
projected innovations should be voluntarily renounced, the
same appeal to a trial of force would be made in the one
case, as was made in the other. But what degree of madness
could ever drive the federal government to such an
extremity? In the contest with Great-Britain, one part of the
empire was employed against the other. The more
numerous part invaded the rights of the less numerous part.
The attempt was unjust and unwise; but it was not in
speculation absolutely chimerical. But what would be the
contest in the case we are supposing? Who would be the
parties? A few representatives of the people would be
opposed to the people themselves; or rather one set of
representatives would be contending against thirteen sets of
representatives, with the whole body of their common
constituents on the side of the latter. The only refuge left for
those who prophecy the downfall of the state governments,
is the visionary supposition that the federal government may
previously accumulate a military force for the projects of
ambition. The reasonings contained in these papers must
have been employed to little purpose indeed, if it could be
necessary now to disprove the reality of this danger. That
the people and the states should for a sufficient period of
time elect an uninterrupted succession of men ready to
betray both; that the traitors should throughout this period,
uniformly and systematically pursue some fixed plan for the
extension of the military establishment; that the
governments and the people of the states should silently and
patiently behold the gathering storm, and continue to supply
the materials, until it should be prepared to burst on their
own heads, must appear to every one more like the
incoherent dreams of a delirious jealousy, or the misjudged
exaggerations of a counterfeit zeal, than like the sober
apprehensions of genuine patriotism. Extravagant as the
supposition is, let it however be made. Let a regular army,
fully equal to the resources of the country be formed; and
let it be entirely at the devotion of the federal government;
still it would not be going too far to say, that the state
governments with the people on their side would be able to
repel the danger. The highest number to which, according
to the best computation, a standing army can be carried in
any country, does not exceed one hundredth part of the
whole number of souls; or one twenty-fifth part of the
number able to bear arms. This proportion would not yield
in the United States an army of more than twenty-five or
thirty thousand men. To these would be opposed a militia
amounting to near half a million of citizens with arms in
their hands, officered by men chosen from among
themselves, fighting for their common liberties, and united

and conducted by governments possessing their affections
and confidence. It may well be doubted whether a militia
thus circumstanced could ever be conquered by such a
proportion of regular troops. Those who are best
acquainted with the late successful resistance of this country
against the British arms will be most inclined to deny the
possibility of it. Besides the advantage of being armed,
which the Americans possess over the people of almost
every other nation, the existence of subordinate
governments to which the people are attached, and by
which the militia officers are appointed, forms a barrier
against the enterprizes of ambition, more insurmountable
than any which a simple government of any form can admit
of. Notwithstanding the military establishments in the
several kingdoms of Europe, which are carried as far as the
public resources will bear, the governments are afraid to
trust the people with arms. And it is not certain that with
this aid alone, they would not be able to shake off their
yokes. But were the people to possess the additional
advantages of local governments chosen by themselves, who
could collect the national will, and direct the national force,
and of officers appointed out of the militia, by these
governments and attached both to them and to the militia,
it may be affirmed with the greatest assurance that the
throne of every tyranny in Europe would be speedily
overturned, in spite of the legions which surround it. Let us
not insult the free and gallant citizens of America with the
suspicion that they would be less able to defend the rights of
which they would be in actual possession, than the debased
subjects of arbitrary power would be to rescue theirs from
the hands of their oppressors. Let us rather no longer insult
them with the supposition, that they can ever reduce
themselves to the necessity of making the experiment, by a
blind and tame submission to the long train of insidious
measures, which must precede and produce it.” Source:
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Madison/ 01-10-02-
0261.

It will NEVER happen here
in the United States, we have a 2nd Amendment

From Oregon to New York, Illinois, California,
Washington and New Jersey state governments
continue to flagrantly ignore recent rulings from the
United States Supreme Court and seek to infringe upon
their citizens 2nd Amendment rights. Meanwhile the
Executive Branch of the Federal Government
continues to attempt to “create laws” via Executive
Orders that seek to leverage the ATF against citizens
exercising their 2nd Amendment rights. Multiple
organizations: National Rifle Association (NRA), Gun
Owners of America (GOA) and Firearms Policy
Coalition have filed lawsuits in Federal District Courts
to oppose these new rules, particularly given the recent

https://founders.archives.gov/


Advertising rates

United States Supreme Court Decision in NYSRPA v.
Bruen. West Virginia continues to remain an island of
2nd  Amendment sanity despite the ongoing attacks
against the pre-constitutional human right of self
defense against tyranny.)

Legislation passed in the 2021 session of the
West Virginia legislature has provided a robust bulwark
to prevent incursions against the 2nd Amendment. With
the West Virginia 2023 legislative session running from
January to late March the West Virginia legislature will
have additional opportunities to strengthen the prior
instituted protections.

Early indications are that this will be the case
with multiple pro-2nd Amendment bills moving forward
in the WV House of Delegates and WV Senate. How
this legislative session ultimately plans out remains to
be written by history that has yet to unfold.

What part of the leftist agenda
requires civilian disarmament?

In closing, it is the recommendation and advice
of the West Virginia State Rifle & Pistol Association
Vice President - Legislative Affairs that all citizens
should continue to vigorously exercise, while we still
have the ability to, our 2nd Amendment, 1st
Amendment and all other liberties that are, in theory,
but not always in reality, guaranteed under the United
States & West Virginia Constitutions. “A well regulated
Militia, begin necessary to the security of a free State,
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not
be infringed.” ~ 2nd Amendment: United States
Constitution. “A person has the right to keep and bear
arms for the defense of self, family, home and state,
and for lawful hunting and recreational use.” ~ Article
III - Section 22: West Virginia State Constitution.(

The WVSRPA will accept advertisements, in
our quarterly Newsletter. The rates are as follows:
Business card $25, per issue,
¼ page ad $50, per issue,
½ age ad $75, per issue and
Full page ad $100, per issue.

Advertisements, from a qualified charity or non-
profit organization, are half of the above listed rates. (

General member info
Would you like contact information, about your club,

in this Newsletter? If yes, join WVSRPA, then send us your
club’s name, physical location, contact information and
website. (Cont’d)

Roane County Gun Club, Inc.
301 Tuckers Run Road
Spencer, WV 25276

White Horse Firearms & Outdoor Education Ctr
Peeltree, West Virginia
PO Box 2091
Buckhannon, WV 26201
(304) 623-6093
Email: whitehorsecenter@gmail.com
http://whitehorse.thomasssmith.us/index.htm.

Pistol Matches and Clinics
All Pistol events sponsored by WV Brassmasters: Nate Gunn,
President
www.whitehorsecenter.org then, click on the Brassmasters Tab. E-
mail: brassmasters10x@gmail.com.

Beckley Gun Club
Website: www.beckleygunclub.com
E-mail: beckleygunclub@outlook.com
Bob Front, at (304) 255.5334

Fort Boreman Rifle Club
Location: Parkersburg
Secretary: Jim Carez, at (304) 481-7078
E-mail: carezjl@suddenlink.net
Huntington Rifle & Pistol Club
PO Box 4124, Barboursville
E-mail: vreich2@aol.com
Vern Reichenbecher, at (304) 523-9783

Putnam County Gun Club
Location: Eleanor
Dave Isner, at (304) 553-3084
Website: www.putnamcountygunclub.com

Salem Rifle & Pistol Club
118 Lakeview Terrace Drive, Salem
(304) 782-3756

WV Junior Marksmanship Team
Location: Buckhannon
Mike Moore, at headspace50@aol.com

WV Double Tap Gun Club
P.O. Box 136
Beverly, WV  26253
(304) 406-2111; wvtdgc@yahoo.com 

Lumberport Rifle & Pistol Club
P.O. Box 663, Lumberport, WV  26386-0663
Contact: Ron Bennett, President
Phone: (304)584-5886;
E-mail: rbennett1319@gmail.com (
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WVSRPA officers and directors

President: Bobby Bleir (Montrose) 412-204-7318 wvsrpapresident@gmail.com

Vice-President: Jeff Merz (Bruceton Mills) 304-379-3085 merz136@juno.com

Legislative VP: James Stansell (Union) 304-536-3814 stansellwv@protonmail.com

Secretary: Jim Canon (Clarksburg) 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com

Treasurer &
Membership:

Tom Hayden (Charles Town) 304-724-6205 tnshayden@comcast.net

Board of Directors: Counties and Director

District 1--
Brooke, Hancock, Marshall,
Ohio, Tyler, Wetzel – OPEN

District 2--
Calhoun, Gilmer, Pleasants,
Ritchie, Wirt, Wood – OPEN

District 3--
Doddridge, Harrison, Lewis, Marion,

Monongalia, Upshur – Michael
Lambiotte

304-677-8612 michaelslambiotte@gmail.com

District 4--
Barbour, Preston, Taylor, Tucker

Lynn Burnside
304-842-4059 lw_burnside@yahoo.com 

District 5--

Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire,
Hardy,

Jefferson, Mineral, Morgan –
Scott Oldham

304-839-2463 1soldham@comcast.net

District 6–
Jackson, Kanawha, Mason,

Putnam, Roane, Clay – Gary
Bailey

304-586-3116 GLBFarm@aol.com

District 7--

Braxton, Fayette, Nicholas,
Pendleton, Pocahontas,

Randolph,
Webster - Dick Whiting

304-406-3021 rwhiting072@yahoo.com

District 8--
Boone, Cabell, Logan, Lincoln,
Wayne - Vern Reichenbecher

304-523-9783 Vreich2@aol.com

District 9--
McDowell, Mingo, Raleigh,

Wyoming
Open

 District 10--
Greenbrier, Mercer, Monroe,

Summers - Lee Godbey
304-661-1898 lgodbey@suddenlink.net

Committees:

Audit Vern Reichenbecher, Chairman 304-523-9783 Vreich2@aol.com

Junior Activities Dick Whiting 304-406-3021 rwhiting072@yahoo.com

Nominating Jeff Merz, Chairman 304-379-3085 merz136@juno.com

High Power Rifle Ed Tenney 304-472-5174 buckhannon@hotmail.com

Pistol Vern Reichenbecher 304-523-9783 Vreich2@aol.com

Small Bore Rifle Bill Shank 304-539-2944 wshank1@suddenlink.net

Legislative Affairs James Stansell
304-536-3814

WVSRPALegislativeAffairs@protonmail.
com

Website & E-mail www.wvasrpa.org wvsrpa@gmail.com

Website updates Jim Canon 304-566-7862 wvsrpa@gmail.com

Newsletter editor Gary Hungerford 631-226-7201 ghungerford101@cs.com
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West Virginia State Rifle and Pistol Association
P.O. Box 553
Charles Town, WV 25414-0553

We thank the
NRA, for a recent
g r a n t ,  w h i c h
enabled us to
create, then print,
full color, tri-fold
brochures. If you
or your club
would like to have
some, to share,
with others, in
your area. Go to:

wvsrpa@gmail.com
o r  w r i t e  t o 
P.O .  B o x  553,
Charles Town, WV
25414-0553, after
which  we w i l l
gladly get these to
you, in the mail.
Help us spread the
word, about your
state association.

mailto:wvsrpa@gmail.com

